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Ambulance Victoria
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Glossary 
 

Response Time 
 

Response time measures the time from a triple zero (000) call being answered and registered by the 

Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority (ESTA), to the time the first AV resource arrives at the 

incident scene.   

Response times are based on data sourced from the Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system. 
 

 

Code 1 incident 
 

Code 1 incidents require urgent paramedic and hospital care, based on information available at time of call. 
 

 

Code 2 incident 
 

Code 2 incidents are acute and time sensitive, but do not require a lights and sirens response.  
 

 

% <= 15mins  
 

This is the percentage of Code 1 first responses arriving in 15 minutes or less. This is calculated by dividing the 

number of Code 1 first responses arriving in 15 minutes or less by the total number of Code 1 first arrivals. 

When AV respond to an incident, we sometimes dispatch multiple AV resources to that incident. “First 

response” refers to the first AV resource to arrive at the incident scene. 
 

 

Average Response Time 
 

The average response time is the average response time for the area being reported, which is calculated by 

dividing the sum of the response times by the number of response times within the area being reported. The 

average response time is provided in minutes and seconds. 
 

 

Number of First Responses 
 

This is the total number of first arrivals within the reported time period.   
 

 

UCL (Urban Centres Localities)  

 

 

These are geographical areas based on the Australian Bureau of Statistics Urban Centres and Localities (UCLs) 

boundaries and residential population.   

Ambulance Victoria reports performance for larger UCLs where population exceeds 7,500 persons. 
 

 

LGA (Local Government Area) 

 

 

Local government in Victoria comprises of 79 municipal districts.  They are often referred to as local 

government areas (LGAs). The number of LGAs and their boundaries can change over time. LGAs are as 

defined by Local Government Victoria, which is part of the Department of Transport, Planning and Local 

Infrastructure. 
 

 

Interstate LGAs 
 

 Incidents responded to by AV resources outside the Victorian LGA Boundaries 
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